Excerpt(s) from City of Saint Paul Legislative Code
“Butler Ordinance”

Sec. 43.03. Vacant huilding registration.

(d) In order to decrease the risk of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions, the owner
shall install an excess flow automatic gas shut-off valve ("excess flow vaive") on the
building's gas piping immediately downstream of the gas meter outlet within sixty (60)
days after the designation of any building or portions thereof classified under Saint Paul
Leg. Code § 43.02 (7) as a category |l or a category |l vacant building. If the owner fails
to install an excess flow valve, the enforcement officer, under the authority of Saint Paul
Leg. Code § 45, may install the excess flow valve on the building and enter the building
if necessary. The costs incurred by the city for installation of the excess flow valve shall
be assessed against the property as a summary nuisance abatement under the
provisions of Saint Paul Leg. Code § 45. Owners of category Il or Ill vacant buildings
with active water and gas service on the effective date of this ordinance shall have sixty
(60) days following the effective date of this ordinance to install an excess flow valve.
Prior to installation of the excess flow valve, the owner, or another who can demonstrate
a secured interest in the property must obtain the required permits from the Department
of Safety and Inspections. Any excess flow valve model must be approved and installed
as required by the Depariment of Safety and Inspections.

(e} The procedures in paragraph (d) above may not be followed under the following
conditions:
(1) If the enforcement officer determines that failure to install an excess flow
valve constitutes an immediate danger or hazard which if not immediately
addressed will endanger the health or safety of the pubiic, the city may proceed
with an emergency abatement under the provisions of Saint Paul Leg. Code §
45.12.

(2) The owner or another who can demonstrate a secured interest in the
property shall be exempt from the requirements of subdivision (d) above if the
following conditions are met:
' (i) The owner or ancther who can demonstrate a secured interest in the
property has registered the building as a vacant building with the
enforcement officer; and

(i) After registration, the owner or another who can demonstrate a
secured interest in the property has received or ordered a code
compliance Inspection and has shut off gas service and winterized the
property.
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